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March 5 Assignment 3 – Ravel due

7 Reich 1

14 Reich 2

21 Reich 3

28 EASTER – NO CLASS

April 4 EASTER – NO CLASS

11 EASTER – NO CLASS

18 Reich 4

25
Reich (Formative 

Assessment)
5

May 3 Assignment 4 – Reich due



Compose a c.8 minute repetitive piece for a chamber ensemble in the style of 
Steve Reich’s Eight Lines (Octet) and with the same instrumentation. The 
piece should utilize at least 1 minute of unrepeated material.

The piece should consist of three to five sections with appropriate transitions 
between each section.  The relationship between material in different sections 
should be taken into account.  The assignment should show an economical 
approach to the use of material and should be a complete piece in itself, with 
thought given to how to begin and end. 

Create stylistically-appropriate rhythmic and melodic patterns, and consider the 
rhythmic and melodic structures of such material.  You should use the 
techniques covered in class (e.g. phase shifting, augmentation, and additive 
and cumulative processes).

The assignment should be typeset using notational software.  It should be 
uploaded to Grade Centre by 11:59 pm on Thursday 3 May 2018.  Your 
submission should contain two files: a pdf of the score and the file from your 
notation software (e.g. a Sibelius/Finale/Musescore/Lilypond file).

You should aim to submit a draft of this assignment in class on Wednesday 25 
April for formative feedback. If you have any queries regarding this 
assignment, contact david.pocknee@hud.ac.uk.
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Steve Reich

(Super)-Brief Biography:

 Born 1936 in New York City

 Composing since the mid-1960s

 Still alive today

 Considered a “minimalist” composer, along with 
Philip Glass, Terry Riley, Pauline Oliveros and 
LaMonte Young

 Arvo Pärt is also included in this category.



8 Lines

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Np9yApXD94

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Np9yApXD94


Eight Lines/Octet



Stylistic Composition

Steve Reich – Eight Lines (1979 / 1983)

Instrumentation (14 instruments in all):

Flute 1 (doubling Piccolo)

Flute 2
Clarinet 1 (doubling Bass Clarinet)

Clarinet 2 (doubling Bass Clarinet)
Piano 1
Piano 2

Violin I (2 instruments – divisi strings)
Violin II (2 instruments – divisi strings)

Viola (2 instruments – divisi strings)
Cello (2 instruments – divisi strings)



Minimalism
Minimal “material” & repetition

http://teropa.info/loop/#/title

Terry Riley – In C

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6gbgeKTv6M

Minimalism often utilizes consonant harmonies.

Pauline Oliveros:

Bye Bye Butterfly (1967):

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=DMCTxkFwLHw

http://teropa.info/loop/#/title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6gbgeKTv6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMCTxkFwLHw


Extract from Terry Riley’s In C (1968)





Music As A Gradual Process
Steve Reich (1968) from Writings On Music 1965-2000:
“I do not mean the process of composition but rather pieces of music that are, literally, 
processes.

The distinctive thing about musical processes is that they determine all the note-to-note 
(sound-to-sound) details and the overall form simultaneously. (Think of a round or infinite 
canon.)

I am interested in perceptible processes.  I want to be able to hear the process happening 
throughout the sounding music.

To facilitate closely detailed listening a musical process should happen extremely gradually.

Performing and listening to a gradual musical process resembles:
Pulling back a swing, releasing it, and observing it gradually come to rest;
Turning over an hour glass and watching the sand slowly run through to the bottom;
Placing your feet in the sand by the ocean's edge and watching, feeling, and listening 

to the waves gradually bury them.

Although I may have the pleasure of discovering musical processes and composing the musical 
material to run through them, once the process is set up and loaded it runs by itself.”

http://www.bussigel.com/systemsforplay/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Reich_Gradual-
Process.pdf

http://www.bussigel.com/systemsforplay/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Reich_Gradual-Process.pdf


Phase Shifting in Reich
Come Out (1966)

 Tape https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0WVh1D0N50

 Piano Phase (1967)
 for two pianos
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQihuaedvSU

 Violin Phase (1967)
 for violin and tape or four violins
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geXfkGXl6I8

 Pendulum Music (1968)
 for 3 or 4 microphones, amplifiers and loudspeakers
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fU6qDeJPT-w

 Clapping Music (1972)
 for two musicians clapping 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3qS3oc_tK4

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eu-tRXgOrdg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0WVh1D0N50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQihuaedvSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geXfkGXl6I8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fU6qDeJPT-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3qS3oc_tK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eu-tRXgOrdg


Clapping Music



Clapping Music

Features of the rhythm:

• Small groups of pitches surrounded by rests

• A combination of on and off-beats (syncopation)

• Less than 50% of the bar should be rests, to 
ensure a constant quaver pulse.

• Not in 4/4 – makes the rhythmic emphasis at 
the bar level 



Music For Pieces of Wood

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gy2kyRrXm2g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gy2kyRrXm2g


Phase Shifting In Eight Lines

Pianos 1 & 2, first bar:



Phase Shifting



Eight Lines







Pieces (not everything):
 Come Out, tape (1966)
 Piano Phase for two pianos, or two marimbas (1967)
 Violin Phase for violin and tape or four violins (1967)
 Pendulum Music for 3 or 4 microphones, amplifiers and loudspeakers 

(1968) 
 Four Organs for four electric organs and maracas (1970)
 Drumming for 4 pairs of tuned bongo drums, 3 marimbas, 3 glockenspiels, 

2 female voices, whistling and piccolo (1970/1971)
 Clapping Music for two musicians clapping (1972)
 Music for Pieces of Wood for five pairs of tuned claves (1973)
 Six Pianos (1973) – transcribed as Six Marimbas (1986)
 Music for 18 Musicians (1974–76)
 Octet (1979) – re-orchestrated as Eight Lines (1983)
 Tehillim for voices and ensemble (1981)
 Vermont Counterpoint for amplified flute and tape (1982)
 The Desert Music for chorus and orchestra or voices and ensemble (1983)
 New York Counterpoint for amplified clarinet and tape, or 11 clarinets and 

bass clarinet (1985)
 Electric Counterpoint for electric guitar or amplified acoustic guitar and 

tape (1987, for Pat Metheny)
 Different Trains for string quartet and tape (1988)



Selection of Steve Reich’s works

 Come Out for tape (1966) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0WVh1D0N50

 Piano Phase for two pianos, or two marimbas (1967) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7P_9hDzG1i0

 Violin Phase for violin and tape or four violins (1967) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su1OvwR3wB4

 Pendulum Music for 3 or 4 microphones, amplifiers and loudspeakers (1968) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fU6qDeJPT-w

 Four Organs for four electric organs and maracas (1970) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8ummi3d3Cs

 Phase patterns for four electric organs (1970) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8nX30aUZoE

 Drumming for 4 pairs of tuned bongo drums, 3 marimbas, 3 glockenspiels, 2 female voices, whistling and piccolo (1970/1971) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9DbqNlUNqc

 Clapping Music for two musicians clapping (1972) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzkOFJMI5i8

 Music for Pieces of Wood for five pairs of tuned claves (1973) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mv_8UaP_QRI

 Six Pianos (1973) – transcribed as Six Marimbas (1986) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaYvMwQd3cs

 Music for 18 Musicians (1974–76) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5U9577N-dQ

 Octet (1979) – re-orchestrated as Eight Lines (1983) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Np9yApXD94

 Tehillim for voices and ensemble (1981) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fruY31DQvb0

 Vermont Counterpoint for amplified flute and tape (1982) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlRdZu9oM7o

 The Desert Music for chorus and orchestra or voices and ensemble (1983) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5qOtXql-oI

 New York Counterpoint for amplified clarinet and tape, or 11 clarinets and bass clarinet (1985) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMb9r0Kq8Ec

 Electric Counterpoint for electric guitar or amplified acoustic guitar and tape (1987,) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOAS6ik796s

 Different Trains for string quartet and tape (1988) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1E4Bjt_zVJc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0WVh1D0N50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7P_9hDzG1i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su1OvwR3wB4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fU6qDeJPT-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8ummi3d3Cs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8nX30aUZoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9DbqNlUNqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzkOFJMI5i8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mv_8UaP_QRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaYvMwQd3cs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5U9577N-dQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Np9yApXD94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fruY31DQvb0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMb9r0Kq8Ec
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1E4Bjt_zVJc

